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PREM (oe I 
LINEN SPINSTER. « 


= 


HE World wants not to be in- 
formed how ſome wedling buſj 
People have occaſion'd great Heart- 

' * *  burnings in ſeveral Branches of 
aur Family about Preheminence, and I know 
not how many other Pretences. I always 
gave my half Siſter, Rebecca Wookpack, on 
this fide the Tweed, the upper hand ;, but by 

rticular Priviledges granted to the Diſtaffs 
by former Kings of Scotland, we claim the 
Precedence there. However fince my Siſter 
has given me ſo fair and publick an Invita- 
tion to a Friendly Correſpondence, after it 
had been very much interrupted ; I have as 
publickly acknowledged the Favour by the 

following Letter, under cover to Iſaac Bic- 
_ Rerflaff Eſq; Burgeſs of — —— to ſave 

Poſtage, ſince ſhe pretends the Woollen Ma- 

Wo | nufacture 
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nufacture cannot at preſent bear it. Squire 
© _ Bickerſtaff is half Brother to us both, bo 
date by different Venters; but he is a little 
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Jenny Dies Letter to Mrs. Rebecca 
Mool pack, &c. N 
eme 3 ka : 
4 17 A Jef 15 good Fortune to think 
© the ſame way with you in many things ; 
d however Matters have been carried of late, 
F —* diſpleaſe van, but with 4 relud ant Heart, 
and in (oppoſition to much good Will and 
1 +. Eſteem for your many great and uncommon' 
Talentr. For I agree with! that judi- 
cio, 'delightful and memorable Writer the 
| e Specfator, that tis to your Manufactures, 
that the Mabomretany look at leaft like Chri- 
. fliant, and the Inbabitants of the Frozen 
J AEZone are warm amidſi nrountains of Snow. 
Nay; tis to you that an Antient Briton en- 
ſconſed in Flannel cheerfully whiſtles down 
the Sun on the bleak Mountains of Wales. 

f rere nes VIRG 1: 
1 But why Siſter would you engroſs all 
I - Merit ? * If a Woman's chief Praiſe (as 
, you ſay) confiſts in Domeſtick Induſtry and 


* NT 
« in Simplicity, rather than Variety of 
% Dreſs, I believe my Claim is the better 
of the two. I own I have very little Ac- 
quaintance with what you call the modern 
Engliſh Ladies. In the Country they are 
a Species ſo little known, that was one of 
them to make her Appearance rigged out as 
you dreſs her, ſhe would be as much ſtared 
at as one of your Maſquerading Rakes in 

Lawn Sleeves; or a blooming Toaſt with 
the blighted Phyz of an Old Witch of Se- 
venty. ——. Beſides, if I am rightly in- 
form'd, theſe modern Ladies are not a thou- 
ſandth part, of the Converſable Sex in 
Town ; then how Siſter:can we come at 
« 4 true State of Trade, and the Intereſt of 
* this Iſland with relation to the Habit nom 
worn, when you do not take a Survey of 
the ten thouſandth part of them 


But allow me ſome juſt Exceptions I ſhall 
make to that part of the Dreſs, which be- 
yond all Practice Frenchifyes your. modern 
Lady. For really, Siſter, Mrs. Stitch in her 
laſt Advice of Fafhions affirms, that for one 
Suit of French Brocade, Lace or Alamode, 
theſe very Ladies wear twenty of your Ita- 
lian Mantua Silk, or Ergliſh, Genoa, or Dutch 
Damask, Velvet, LuſtfIng, &. allow me, 1 
ſay, this Exception, and then your fine 
N — + La0y 1 
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hai Wa rel chiefly hh a Woale 


ure * 8 5 
— Fan 


Her smock — 
" Her Hoop Petdoat — . 10 & of : 


Her Italian quilted mw cle, ot 


A Mantua. D 
A Head. Dreſs and Pocket B Cha, 27 
'Handkerchief ——— Ll or Ker/ey,&c. 


Flowers for the Hair, and ; Cloth, Stuff, 
| C. 


Her Black Hood and a- ln 1 o 
, ) 


To theſe” FOE add wo that you 
allow to be entirely En gliſb, and, 1 think, 
your modern Lady 2 be dreſsd with our 
own Manufactures at all Points, n her 
S, her Garters and Kr Pockets, 


I dont 2k but your Sady Head, __ 
as.much puzzled at this Doctrine, as 
+ Martin and Jobs were with Lord Peter's 
Conceit of carving, ſome ſlices of excellent 
Mutton out of a brown George; Come, 
775 . * P n fall 70 ad . not, 
— —— — — — — 


Tal the Tub. | 55 
(ah 7 | « bere's 


be 


1 
& here's excellent Mation, But fay they, 
Me never ſaw Mutton in our lives ſo noarty 
* reſeexbling 4 ſlice from 4 Twelve penny 
— 80 you'll tel] me, that never an 
Broad Cloath, or Serges ſo nearly re ſembled 
Cambrick, Holland, Uamask, or Point Laces 
in this World ; but look again Siſter into that 
delightful 101500 the SpeFator, and he'Il tell 
you that our Merchants carvert our Tin into 
1. Gold, ani our Waoll into Rubies And may 
add, into Holland Point, Damask, Raw Silk, 


When Brother Iſaac's Conceits come in thy 
way, I. ſee thou makeſt very free with them, 
tho? very little to the purpoſe + What avails 
it to the matter in Hand, if we are cropt 
above; and Branch out downwards, as he 
told us in his Lucubtations long fince ? 18 
it your Acquaintance with thefe great Peas 
ple ; for by the Qreſs and the State of your 
Lady, ſhe mult be a Counteſs at leaſt ? Is it, 
I ſay, their Taſt has debauch'd your Under. 
ſtanding; for if thou didſt not know as little 
as theſe ſine Modern Ladies, how could 
you think that their Rooms are hung, or 
their Chairs, and their Coaches are fin'd 
with Foreign Silks and Velvets: The Mercers 
will inform thee better. There is ſcarce ane 
in a Hundred that does not Uſe Exgliſþ Silks, 
B Cambe 


Camblets, or Velvets' for thoſe pur pofes- 
So after all thy fine reaſoning, this very Mo- 
dern Lady may, in Juſtice, as well as Com- 
8 paſſion, be chearful in putting on Ornaments, 
wich if generally worn, may reſpedively che- 
© riſh Crowds of ber fellow Suljects with plenty. 


_ © Tt is not defired, yon ſay, that we ſhould 
6 return to the firſt Ages of the World for 
* Dreſs ; truly Siſter, I hope this Generation 
| Is wiſer than even to ſtep back ſo far as the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, tho? a moſt Ex- 
cellent Princeſs, and dearly lov'd, and en- 
couraged her Subjects in all Manufactures, 
eſpecially thoſe for Foreign Markets. —— 
Look into our Couſin Dr. DiFaff 's Genealo- 
gy of our Family: Tatler, No. 11. Vol. I. 
You'll find there honourable mention of the 
White Staffs, though they were Courtiers, a 
younger Daughter of that Branch was a 
Maid of honour in the Glorious Reign I men- 
tioned, and her entire Drefs is ſtill preſerved 
in my Great Grandtather's Wardrobe. — 
Upon this Occafion I have confidered it, 
and give you the principal Particulars : Vis. 
A Curious fine Turſtey Nett-work Headgeer, 
Edg'd with Florentine Sattin, Sprig'd and 
Flower d. | 
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Yards. 


(12) 
'A Ruff of fine Flanders Lawn containing 
36 Yards + and a Nail. | 
A ſtiff Body'd Gown of Flemiſh Gro- 
gram, with a Gold colour'd Gimp-Edging 
Dutch. 
A Fardin gale of the ſame, containing 48 


Yards ; | 
A Pair of Sleeves of Florentine Damask. 
Four Roſes of ſmall French Ribbin for 


her Shooes and Garters, containing 375 


Two Ear Knots of Silver and Gold colour'd 
Ribbin, 69 Yards. 50 

A Pair of Drawers of fine Holland Dimity, 
with Silver-tag-points to Lace them, almoſt 
quite down before and behind. 

A Curious Twrkey*Leather Pouch to hold 
2 Bible, a . and cold Roaſt Beef 


upon a Progreſs. 


A Pillion Cloath and Save: Ouard of Bruf- 
ſels Mohair Camblet Edg'd with a Mohair 
Fringe. 
Her Smock indeed appears to be of her 
own Spinning, by her Name and Age being 
mark'd at the Boſom when it was Spun. 


So the Wiſdom of that Glorious Reign 
7 with that you well obſerve, That 
Fo one would male and provide at hore what 


 Þ Hr? . ve 


(12 


would 7 4 great deal more thin whit 
* would buy the fame thing from «abroad ; 
jt and on the contrary 5 No one wil! #0 Ab 
for what they can have or leſs C of and La- 
« boar ut Bom. This it +be min Principle 


hich on ſay, and Ja 7 Judiciouſiy, makes 
% 01.6 or Poor, 4 Nun _ * Cen- 
y "remit. 


Naw if con 
ra wh as elufions from fo n 
le, yqu a ſhould entirely — 
4 15 d your being loſt in your e 9 has 
5 Buy hindred yoũ from meeting me more than 
: way, ; for accorditig to your Prineiple, 
: e mieden will be ſo far from reduc- 
ing tlie Daughters ef Eve in this Iſland to 
| 15 1 e Poverty and Nakednefs that 
will Help to maintain the Balance of ooo 


0 


Ds Giri fe. But I muſt have it granted me 


fare L prove this by Juſt Concluſions from 

Four Privicſple, chat it will not be practical 

: any Law, to force the Ladies to reſume 
thar Antient cheap Dreſs of their: Anceſtors, 

the Pj#s, diz. * thePinking, Painting and Flou- 
1 1 5 their fair Skin, 'both- for Ofvathent 

* a 

Atter Ren; A Yard of Callicee Coſt 64. 


b This 1 when PRs | is wore inſtead 
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(613) - 
of ſlight Silks, which is madeof Foreign Ma- 
5 chat Coſt 12 7. and ſo there is fav'd 
10 the Nation 64. in one Tard. | 


On the other Hand. if you had bat anger. 
ed the high Duties upon all ſorts of Manufactu- 
| __ Goods from Abroad (not to be parulleſſd 


in any other Trading Country) Tou might 
have concluded how little Encooragement 
there is to Import moſt of thoſe Goods. Nay, 


thoſe high Duties would amount to a Prohi- 
bition, it the Dearneſs of Labour here, and 


Cheapneſs of it abroad did not ſtill give ſome 
Foreign Manufactures a preference. And had 
it not been, Dear Siſtet, for a ſelf Convicti- 
on of the Truth of this Matter, I had it in 


my Head tohave join'd with your Cry againſt 
thoſe Foreign Callicoes ; and in iu Truth Inode 


have had a much hotter pretence than your 
Foreign Ally, the Silk Manufacturer. For 
our Materials are either Hemp or Flax of our 
own Growth, or Cotton from our Plantati- 


ont. Then as for the Merit ſo much inſiſted 
upon of employing the Poor; My claim is 
much ſtronger, 


r, coliſider, Siſter, we not only 


employ them in the Spinning and Weaving, 
but alſo in the Additional Work of rind 


aer 


Reflect 


nens do encroach upon our Manufactures of 
Wooll and Silk, becauſe” No one, ar thou ſapeſi, 
will provide at Home what will Coſt leſs A- 


C14) 


- Refle®then, Dear Siſter, on theſe plain Con- 


clufions, and thou' lt be able to tell, even Bro- 


3 ther Id, ſhould he ask why Printed Calli- 


coes, - Foreign Wrought Silks and Printed Li- 


« Broad : Or, will hinder the Manufacturer 


from doing what will purchaſe a great deal 


A. 


my 


vore than would buy the ſame thing from A- 


n 


Now if it appears, that it is the Dearneſs 


of Labour here that gives Foreign Commodi- 
tes preference by reaſon of their Cheapneſs, 
it is certain that many more of our Manufac- 


fttvres would go abroad if they were as Cheap 


* 


Thus much kor our ſelves, and 


* 


as heretofore. Will. then this Evil be cured 
by making them ſtill dearer, by reſtraining 
the wear of ſuch things as may interfere with 


them? And more particularly, why muſt the 


Family and Fortune of the Diſtaffs beoppreſt 


and ſank to raiſe Eſtates for others on their 


a Ruin 2 Have we not paid our Taxes chearful- 
" ly, behav'd Loyally, and kept the Induſtrious 
Poor from Want with our Liberality ? And 


can they boaſt more, nay, ſo much, who ex- 
pect theſe partial Favours at our Expence ? 


p 


For 


r ed e e mas as eee 


(15) ; 

For thoſe © particular Colle®;ons or Bodies of 
Men, or particular overgrown Trades, who 
are concerned in promoting the Eaft- India 
Trade, now juſtly eſteem d the brighteſt Jew- 
el in the Crown, who furniſh a Cheaper wear 
than our own Manufactures, and gives there- 
by ſome force to their being Exported, and 
purchaſing more a great deal than the Print- 
ed Callicoes Coſt. © I will ſay no more of 


I theſe Worthy Traders at preſent, but that 


they have all pretenſion to the Panegyrick, 
< the Spedator beſtows upon Merchants in 
* the Paper you quoted. 


Upon the whole, we are undone, if in the 
preſent Poſture of Spittle-fields, ſomething 
is not reſolved for the effectually reſtraining 
thoſe frequent Violences ſtill offer'd to the 
moſt defenceleſs part of His Majeſty's Sub- 
jets, for Wearing what the Laws of their 
Country allow them to wear. If Force 
uſurps the Seat of Juſtice, what occaſion is 
there for Acts of Prohibition, or any other 
Remedy the Weavers want for imaginary 
Evils? Theſe Violenges will lay a ſufficient 
Reſtraint upon the Wearing of Printed Cal- 
licoes and Linens. This is a Diſtemper in 
the Blood, and if not timely check'd will 
end in a raging Calenture. 


This 


(16) 


+, This is chat erery Briton ought ta deteſt, 
if he has any regard. for that Liberty and 


= 
. 


Right which his Anceſtors purchaſed - with - 


ſo much Blood: And is that of our Family, 
Siſter, run to the very dregs of the loweſt 
Plebaiap, in your Veins, that you ſhould 
proſtitute even the Wiſdam of Lycrrgar, to 


countenance theſe Violences ? It ſo borders 


upon Sacriledge, is ſo ſhocking to Human 
Nature, that it cannot be the Reflection of 
pour Thought, but the unhappy Eſcape of 
a flaſhy Temerity. I know your Candour, 
I know the Pride of your honeſt Heart is 


ſuch, that you will not, you cannot ſuffer - 
this Reproach to continue to wound the 


Beſides that Inſtitution of Une; ** 
no way to your Purpoſe, His Intent was to 
caution modeſt Mations againſt the Wear of 


diſtinguiſhed by z leſt they might by ſuch a 
Reſemblance, be expoſed to thoſe Indigaities 
the other often fuffergd : In which Caſe, ay 
it proceeded from their own Indifcretion 


after the Promulgation of ſuch a Law, they + 


were to expect no Reparation for ary A- 


buſes 3 no, not of their Perſons 3 and the 


Reaſon of the Inſtitution is very plain The 


Affront 


ſuch like Habits as the lewd Women were 


«fg ). * 
 Aﬀront way ſuppoſed to be offered to a Me- 
tetrix, and pat to a modeſt Matton; for in 
fich 4 eg the appeared ode of Charadce, 
and could not claim the Priviledge of it. 


fore this Time the following Account * 
muſt have wounded thy tender Ears ; biz. 
* on the 29th of December laſt, three young 
_ © Ladies were very near being drag d our 
of their Coach, and tore to pieces, by a 
* Mob talling themſelves Weavers, and . for 
„no other Reaſon, but becauſe they wore 
* Callicae-Drefles z. to which the Laws in 
beiflg have given a Sanction, and are obli- 
ged to protect, not only, as I ſaid before, 
for the common Support of the Liberties of 
A Free People, but more particularly to main- J 
tain the Security of the Money [which has 
always 2 held ſacred] Lent on the Duties 
upon the ſaid Callicoes. And God knows 
how far the Weavers may have been anima- 
ted to theſe horrid and barbarous Violences, 
by the Encouragements that thou, I truſt : 
inadvertently, and och premeditately, have 
given theſe Mobs. Let me ſeriouſly ask you, 
Would not the Black Princes, if they ſhould 
ſee one of theſe Baſhaws of Fi 1x ae ? 
diſrobing a Woman of Faſhion of her 
Cloaths, and ſpurning at her in the Dirr, 
would they not make the ſame Reflection 
2 C as 


SE a Fo C 18%) * : 

- as they did one Night at the Play-houſe, 
when they imagined the Gentry in the up- 
per Gallery were Grandees, diſtinguiſh'd by 
ſome eminent Priviledges, becauſe they 
made a greater. Noiſe, and uſed a greater 
Licenſe in their Behaviour than other Peo- 

. ple? Would they not cry out ; © How dof 
the People of this Country excel ours in the 
* ſpeedy Execution of Juſtice ! For ſee that 
Great Man ! See ! how he ſeizes the Of 
© fender in the Streets, drags her down, tears 
* off her Cloaths, and then leaves her to make 
«a miſerable Exit by the firſt Cart or Coach 
% that runs over her / 6h n 


When you have duely conſidered theſe 
Things, I don't doubt, Siſter, but in your 
next 1 ſhall find your Opinion fo far alter'd 
as to think that our particular Intereſts are 
not ſo inconſiſtent as ſome Make-baits would 

perſwade you. Ben't too credulous, anc 
we may both live, love and proſper : Which 
is the hearty Wiſh of | 


our Loving Siſter, 


>a * 


S atop. 


